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became an independent republic, and assumed an
absolute sovereignty. The Federal Government,
condemned to impotence by its Constitution, and no
longer sustained by the presence of a common danger,
witnessed the outrages offered to its flag by the great
nations of Europe, while it was scarcely able to main-
tain its ground against the Indian tribes, and to pay
the interest of the debt which had been contracted
during the war of independence. It was already on
the verge of destruction, when it officially proclaimed
its inability to conduct the government, and appealed
to the constituent authority of the nation. If America
ever approached (for however brief a time) that lofty
pinnacle of glory to which the fancy of its inhabitants
is wont to point, it was at the solemn moment at
which the power of the nation abdicated, as it were,
the empire of the land. All ages have furnished the
spectacle of a people struggling with energy to win its
independence ; and the efforts of the Americans in
throwing off the English yoke have been considerably
exaggerated. Separated from their enemies by three
thousand miles of ocean, and backed by a powerful
ally, the success of the United States may be more
justly attributed to their geographical position than
to the valour of their armies or the patriotism of their
citizens. . . .
But it is a novelty in the history of society to see a
great people turn a calm and scrutinizing eye upon
itself, when apprised by the legislature that the wheels
of government are stopped ; to see it carefully
examine the extent of the evil, and patiently wait for
two whole years until a remedy was discovered, which
it voluntarily adopted without having wrung a tear
or a drop of blood from mankind. At the time when
the inadequacy of the first constitution was dis-
covered America possessed the double advantage of